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RACEBOOK 101
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BETONLINE RACEBOOK

RULES

The BetOnline Racebook is one of the oldest online sports betting sites 
that offers horse betting. It has an exceptional reputation for offering 
wide range and enticing options to maximize your winnings. 
At BetOnline, users can place bets via computer and smartphone or go 
old school by calling one of site’s helpful wager clerks – kind of like 
going to the racetrack teller window without going to the actual track.

Opening an account
The procedure for opening an account is fairly universal at all betting 
sites. 

First Steps
To Sign Up for an account, provide your first and last name, e-mail 
address, country, postal code, phone number and date of birth.
Then, create a secure password and hit the “Create Account” button.

Making Deposits
BetOnline has one of the largest selections of Deposit & Payout 
Options in the industry, all of them 100% secure and reliable. You can 
fund your account using your favorite cryptocurrency, Visa,
Mastercard, Discover, American Express, person to person money 
transfer, e-wallet and others. Simply visit the Online Cashier and follow 
the quick and easy steps.

Withdrawing Funds
We offer a number of secure and reliable Payout Methods, so you can 
choose the option that works best for you. Our players are entitled to 
one $50.00 discount on withdrawal fees every 30 days. Payouts may be 
requested by BetOnline customers, at any time, directly from the 
Online Cashier.

Every betting site has rules and regs to ensure account security and 
site integrity.Below are a select few, read them all Here.

BetOnline reserves the right to limit, restrict or deny player from
wagering at any time.

Our site offers up-to-post time wagering. If the race does not close 
to a technical issue or you are able to bet after post time, the bet 
will be voided and funds returned.

Minimum wager is $1 online and $1 (per horse bet) to the call 
center (as long as call amounts to $25).

BetOnline does not offer Parlays or if-bets on horse races.
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Make sure to read the
promotions sections for details

Earn 200 percent up to $200 if you Refer-A-Friend*. 
So, invite your friends and when they make a deposit, 
you’re already a winner.

7% REBATES
UP TO 7% TRACK REBATES

Internet wagers will receive a 7% daily rebate*. 
Telephone wagers will receive a 4% daily rebate. 
There is no limit to how much a Player may earn as 
well as no minimum volume of wagers that need to 
be placed.

EARN 200%
REFER A FRIEND PROGRAM

100% FIRST TIME
CRYPTOCURRENCY BONUS

100 percent first-time Crypto Bonus* and 35 percent 
Crypto Reload Bonus on ever qualifying deposit. 

https://www.betonline.ag/banking
https://www.betonline.ag/banking
https://www.betonline.ag/banking
https://www.betonline.ag/banking
https://www.betonline.ag/banking
https://www.betonline.ag/Join
https://www.betonline.ag/promotions
https://www.betonline.ag/promotions
https://www.betonline.ag/promotions
https://www.betonline.ag/horse-betting/rules


WAGERING AT BETONLINE
BetOnline offers all wager types you’re familiar with the exception 
of parlays or if-bets. 

The site also offers two ways of placing bets on horses – online or 
via our call center.

Via Online/Mobile

Log into your account

Follow the simple selection steps from picking the track and 
race number.

Pick the type of wager (win, place, show, quinella, etc …) you 
wish to make.

Choose the horse (or horses) you wish to bet on by its saddle-
cloth number, not name.

Finally, chose the amount of money you wish to wager. And 
then press “Continue”

Read your “Wager Confirmation” which summarizes your bet 
and if it is correct, click “CONFIRM.”

If you don’t want to make the bet, if something is incorrect, or 
you’d like to change something in the bet hit “GO BACK”  
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Call the Horse Racing Department toll-free at 1-800-991-2381

 A wagering clerk will answer and ask for your Account Number 
and Password

After accessing your account and confirming your balance they 
will ask what your needs are.

Just like betting at the race course, give them the track name, 
race number, amount of your wager, type of wager, and the 
program (saddlecloth) number of the horse or horses you are 
betting on.

The Clerk will read back to you the details of your bet – including 
the total risk of your wager. (Please listen carefully to ensure all 
the information the clerk has is correct). You can move on to 
your next wager, or conclude the phone call. 

When placing an “exotic wager” (exacta, trifecta, daily double, 
etc. with multiple horses), our clerks will help and our system 
will calculate the total risk of your wager. 

Make sure you allow enough time before post time to place 
your bet because if the race starts – all bets are off.
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Via Call Centre
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Make sure to read the
promotions sections for details

A 25 percent lifetime bonus guarantee* whenever 
our bettors reload their deposit. That’s the most 
generous reload bonus program available in the 
industry. To maximize the value, you can get up to 
$1000 of free plays per qualifying reload.

25% LIFETIME BONUS GUARANTEE

Get a 50 percent Welcome Bonus* with the opportu-
nity to maximize your earnings up to $1,000 of free 
plays from your initial deposit. A minimum deposit of 
$25 is required and the bonus only available on first 
deposit.

50% WELCOME BONUS
50% BONUS

Haven't placed a bet in our Racebook yet? Here's 25 
good reasons to start: we'll give you a free $25 horse 
racing bet. Make your first wager and if it doesn't win, 
we'll reimburse you with a free play up to $25. What 
are you waiting for? Start cashing-in on the horses 
today.

$25 RISK-FREE BET
$25 RISK-FREE

https://www.betonline.ag/promotions
https://www.betonline.ag/promotions
https://www.betonline.ag/promotions


HORSE RACING 101

We get how daunting it can be to dip a toe into betting 
for the first time – especially if it is a sport you are 
unfamiliar with such as horse racing. 
 
We’re here to help and will walk you through what to 
look for while doing your research; after all, not every 
horse is a Triple Crown contender, right? We’ll also clue 
you in on the types of horse bets, how to find the best 
betting site for and, finally, how to place a bet.

The most famous and popular horse races in the U.S. are 
those that comprise the Triple Crown: The Kentucky 
Derby, Preakness Stakes and the Belmont Stakes, all for 
three-year olds. 

There have been 12 horses that have completed the 
Triple Crown, finishing first in each of the three Triple 
Crown races. Starting with Sir Barton in 1919 to Justify in 
2018. Justify was actually the second horse in four years 
to take home the Triple Crown, the other being American 
Pharoah in 2014. 

After Citation in 1948 there was a 25-year gap before 
Secretariat won the crown in dominant fashion – a 
31-length victory in the Belmont, regarded as one of the 
best horse races of all time. 

Colts, geldings and fillies can run in the Triple Crown 
races. Colts (and Geldings) carry 126 pounds while fillies 
get a five pound weight allowance carrying 121 pounds. 
Fillies are somewhat rare to compete. 

Continues...

TYPES OF HORSE RACES
You are likely most familiar Flat Racing, the most popular 
form of horse racing, and the one that will be our focus. In 
the U.S, there are several classes of races, with the most 
popular being Graded Stakes Races, which include the 
Triple Crown contests. 

Of course, before getting to top graded stakes races, 
horses must prove their mettle in the lower-class races 
such as Maiden, Claiming and Allowance. 

In the US, Grade Stakes company is divided into three 
levels - Grades 1, 2 and 3 with Grade 1 being the most 
competitive (all Triple Crown races are Grade 1). 

In Europe, the 1,000 and 2,000 Guineas Stakes, Epsom 
Oaks and Leger Stakes are among the most prominent 
flat races. Abroad, many races also are run on turf rather 
than dirt. 

Other types of races available for wagers at various tracks 
include harness racing and quarter horse racing. The 
most well-known North American Harness Racetrack is 
called Woodbine - Mohawk.

Horse racing has a storied past. But it is also known to be 
a bit complicated to figure out as horses, jockeys, trainers 
and track surface all come into the picture -- but it doesn’t 
have to be intimidating. 

THE TRIPLE CROWN

Now,
it’s off to 

the races!
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The Kentucky Derby
Always First Saturday in May

The “most exciting two minutes in sports” is by far the 
most famous horse race in the United States. Beyond 
being the first jewel in the Triple Crown, the race at the 
legendary Churchill Downs in Lexington, Kentucky, has 
been run continuously since 1875. More than a 1.25-mile 
race, also is known for being a great party – a day of mint 
juleps, big hats, also called fascinators, that ends with a 
garland of roses adorning the winner. The purse is $2 
million with the winner taking home a cool $1.2 million.

The Belmont Stakes
Three Weeks After the Preakness

The oldest of the Triple Crown races, the Belmont also is 
the longest at 1½ miles. The race, run at Belmont Park in 
Elmont, N.Y., has two nicknames – The Test of the 
Champion and The Run for the Carnations, and is named 
for August Belmont Sr., a New York financier who helped 
pay for construction of the original N.Y subway.
Secretariat has the course record at 2 minutes 24 
seconds. The purse is $1.5 million.

The Preakness Stakes
Two Weeks After the Kentucky Derby

The second and shortest of the Triple Crown races at 1 
3/16-mile was first run in 1983. The race, run at Pimlico 
Race Course in Baltimore, is named for the horse that 
won the Dinner Party Stakes in 1870, the year the track 
opened. “Maryland, My Maryland,” the official state song, 
kicks off the race and it ends with the winner draped 
with a blanket of yellow flowers daubed with black 
lacquer to resemble black-eyed Susans, the state flower. 
It was recently announced the 2019 event could be the 
next-to-last year it will be run at rundown Pimlico before 
the Preakness possibly moves to a “super track” at Laurel 
Park in 2021. The purse is $1.5 million.

TRACK CONDITIONS
The condition of the racetrack surface can play a major role in how well a horse will run and ultimately, the outcome of 
the race. Each time a horse races, the track conditions are noted as a record of their performance.

The conditions can vary from dry and fast to wet and sloppy, and horses of course, will have preferences. Some excel in 
the mud, where others may be scratched if the track is too wet. Track conditions are among the factors to consider 
before making a wager.

Turf tracks, too, have distinctive conditionsOn dirt tracks there are five conditionsOn dirt tracks there are five conditions

Fast: A dry racetrack that is even and resilient.
Sometimes may be sprayed with water to keep the 
dust down.

Wet-Fast: A track that is wet on its surface with a thin 
film of water that has not yet been absorbed by the 
layers of dirt beneath it. 

Good: A track that has seen a recent but not 
significant rainfall and is drying out. It’s almost fast.

Muddy: A rack that is wet with no standing water but 
is slower.

Sloppy: A track that is saturated, covered in water 
with puddles. 

Turf tracks, too, have distinctive conditionsTurf tracks, too, have distinctive conditions

Firm: A turf track with zero to just a little water and 
slight give. 

Good: Turf with some moisture with a little give.

Soft: A very moist turf course and has significant 
give. Wetter than a good course.

Yielding: A soggy, wet turf that h as substantial give.
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Heavy: A waterlogged track with turf so wet that 
usually races are moved to the dirt track. 

“Beyond being the first jewel 
in the Triple Crown, the race 

at the legendary Churchill 
Downs in Lexington,

Kentucky, has been run
continuously since 1875.”
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TYPES OF WAGERS

Straight Bets

These are the most basic of bets in horse racing – Win, 
Place or Show.

Two categories of wagers are available in horse racing – 
straight bets and exotic wagers. Don’t get excited when 
you see the word exotic, those bets are just combina-
tion wagers, though they can be spicy.

Exotic Bets

As confidence grows, or if you’re looking for a safe bet, 
combination betting adds a layer of chance to betting 
on the horses.

Across the Board: This would be considered the “play it 
safe” option where you stack, say, three $2 bets on 
one horse to Win, Place or Show. This ensures that if 
your horse finishes in the top three, you’re a winner.

Exacta: A bet that reflects what it’s named – exact. You 
pick two horses in one race – one to win, one to place 
– and they have to cross the finish line in that order for 
you to be a winner.

Quinella: A bit of a hedge on the Exacta, you still pick 
two horses but you don’t have to select the order. If 
both horses finish in the top two, in either order, 
you’re a winner. This also is called an Exacta Box 
because you are playing either side of the same bet.

Trifecta: Gaining confidence? In this wager, pick the top 
three horses in exact order and you’re a winner.

Superfecta: A true test of your research and wagering 
skills – pick four horses to finish at the top in exact order. 
Incredible payouts.  

Daily Double: Two races are selected to bet the Daily 
Double and you must pick one horse in each race to 
finish first to be a winner. You have to place your wager 
on both before the first race is run.  In Pick 3, Pick 4 and 
Pick 6, you pick first place finishers in multiple races (3, 4, 
or 6) but all bets must be placed prior to the first race. 
Obviously, if you pick six winners in a row, you’ve got 
skills.

Parlay Bets: New bettors often like to pick one wager on 
the first race, say a horse to show, and then continue to 
place that same wager on each following race, rolling the 
money over, until it’s a loser. 

Place or Show.

Win: If the horse you bet on finishes first, you’re a 
winner.

Place: If the horse you bet on finishes first or second, 
you’re a winner.

Exotic Bets

Show: If the horse you bet on finishes first, second or 
third, you’re a winner. 



UNDERSTANDING ODDS
Do the sight of odds give you hives? No worries, we’re 
here to help. Fixed odds are relatively simple. For 
example, if odds on the board for your horse of choice 
are 5/1, that means you will get $500 for every $100 you 
bet, plus your initial stake, which at most racetracks is a 
minimum of $1. 

If odds are 1/1 that means the odds are even money and 
you would receive $100 for every $100 bet. 
Even shorter odds with less of a payout would be odds of, 
say, 1/2, on a horse heavily favored to win. For every $100 
you bet you would receive $50 profit plus your original 
take. 

And of course, odds such as 50/1 or 70/1 are considered 
longshots and less likely to come in, but when they do, 
well, you have a big bankroll.

However, most popular in the US is the pari-mutuel 
system (pool betting), instead of fixed odds.

Essentially, you’ll be in the dark how much you will win 
until after the race, because odds change up until post 
time as more people bet. Payouts also depend how many 
picked the winner. The house, too, takes a percentage off 
the top (15 percent to 25 percent depending on
racetrack) before payout.
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MAXIMIZE YOUR WINNINGS
7% Horse Rebate

Free Handicapping Tips Daily Matchups Mobile Betting Available
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https://www.betonline.ag/promotions


HOW TO BET HORSES 101

HOW TO HANDICAP THE HORSES
Taking the time to do your research is among the best 
investment of time you will make prior to placing your 
horse bet.

The BetOnline racebook has tools available including 
handicapping tips, jockey and trainer data, daily horse 
matchups and more, that you can use to help you 
choose your winner. 

Of course, this is no guarantee of picking the winner, 
but doing your homework can set you on a path of 
making knowledgeable decisions on where to lay your 
money.

HOW TO READ THE PAST
PERFORMANCES
Another helpful tool to picking the ponies are past 
performances. The “PP’s” are produced by companies 
like the Daily Racing Form and Brisnet.com. These PP’s 
are available online and at racetracks countrywide for a 
small fee – possibly the best money you’ll drop at the 
track.

New bettors and season handicappers rely on the PP’s 
to handicap horses using the thorough statistical data 
of a horse’s past performances to aid them in making 
informed wagering decisions. 

We understand the feeling of intimidation when you 
first look at a horse’s Past Performances and see pages 
of numbers, dates and abbreviations, all of it agate 
type.

There are several detailed online tutorials that walk you 
through every line of a past performance listing and 
how you can use that information to better your 
betting performance.

There are several detailed online tutorials that walk you 
through every line of a past performance listing and 
how you can use that information to better your 
betting performance.

The top 10 lines alone give you about the racetrack, the 
type of race, and the purse to the name of the horse, its 
ownership, the jockey win-loss record, the horses 
lineage and stud fee, the trainer and his/her win 
percentage. The top part of the listing also provides the 
horse’s lifetime performance record, current and last 
year’s record, any medication the horse may be on, it’s 
performance on varying track conditions, its
distance/surface record and finally information about 
Lasix and whether it wears blinkers while running.

The next section of the listing are chockfull of data 
regarding the horse’s racing history – very specific race 
details including the race date, track conditions, starting 
position, distance of race and surface, fractional times 
and final time.

The listing also lists data on the horse’s most recent 
workouts from its distance, track conditions and
Tomlinson Ratings (a numerical rating system that rates 
a horse’s performance in track conditions) and com-
ments regarding how the workout went (B-breezing, 
the horse wasn’t under strong urging from his rider; 
H-handily, horse was under urging from the rider) and 
where it ranked 1/4 of other horses that worked out 
that day. A bullet (o) means the hose at the fastest 
workout of the day. 

Trainer stats also are listed, including the number of 
starts, the trainer’s win percentage and the $2 return on 
investment

Continues...

• 

• 

• 

The top 10 lines alone give you about the racetrack, the 

In a semi-large nutshell: 
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The horse’s speed numbers by race are listed, 
including position immediately out of the gate, and 
its times at the quarter, half-mile and stretch 
positions, plus finish time. The weight the horse 
carried, previous trainer, its closing odds, speed 
rating, the number of horses also are part of the DRF 
stats.

The comment line gives a description of the horse’s 
performance written by the chart caller with an 
emphasis on any trouble the horse encountered 
during its run. It usually gives specifics on how the 
horse finished, for example, whether it was driving 
toward the finish or ridden out.

The also Key Race Indicators, a list of the first three 
finishes of each race. If a horse’s name is italicized, it 
means the horse won its next start, if a name is in 
bold that horse also is running in today’s race as 
well. 

• • 

• 

KEY THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN
HANDICAPPING
No horse is a sure bet. And what’s the fun in just 
picking the favorite or betting on the racetrack
handicapper’s pick?

Check the odds and use the data on the BetOnline site 
and hone your handicapping skills to make your best 
picks. And remember, the horse who is odds on 
favorite will generally win the race only a third of the 
time!

Consider these key factors when looking 
for you horse to bet.

Fitness: Look at the horse’s recent races and morning 
workouts to determine their overall fitness.

Class: Check the class of competitors the horse has 
competed against. If it didn’t do well against weaker 
horses, it might get lost in the dust or mud of of this 
race.

Distance: Many horses run well or not so well at differ-
ent distances. Some may exceed in races under a mile, 
while doing poorly at more than mile. Consider the 
length of the race you are betting against this horse’s 
times at the same or close to the same distance.

Post position: Closer to the rail is usually better with 
positions 10 and above making it more difficult to win 
from.

Trainer: OK, if the name Baffert, Pletcher or Lukas 
appear as your horse’s trainer, you probably know what 
to do. But still, a trainer with a good reputation and 
record can make all the difference.

Jockey: Never underestimate who is sitting on the horse. 
The jockey’s win percentage should be considered when 
picking your winner.

Current form: Examine the horse’s performances to see 
if you can determine if they’ve peaked. If you spot a 
decline in performance, it may indicate they can no 
longer be in the money.

Consistency: If a horse’s recent racing history shows 
solid, consistent performances and its last win wasn’t 
just a stroke of luck, you may have a contender.

Weight: Probably plays a role in longer races, but not 
critical to all handicappers.

Speed data: A horse is more than just its speed numbers 
but certainly it could be a helpful deciding factor. Make 
sure you check speed times and track conditions to help 
you discern it’s your pick.

USE 
BETONLINE 
TO 
MAKE 
YOUR 
BEST 
PICKS
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The first Saturday in May fast approaching and many are 
prepping for the 145th running of the Kentucky Derby – 
buying the perfect fascinator or bowtie, perfecting their 
Mint Julep recipe or, most important, researching your 
pick to win the Kentucky Derby.

The final field for the Run for the Roses is all officially set 
and frontrunners have emerged following 30 qualifying 
prep races producing 28 different winners. With 20 
horses going to the gate, the Kentucky Derby sets itself 
up as place for bettors to get the most bang for their 
buck.

Those wanting to make a well-placed bet rather than 
choose a lucky number or find magic or a message in a 
horse’s name, are already scouring the racing forms and 
websites hoping to find the right horse to that puts them 
in the winner’s circle.

Here are the top five horses ranked by points earned on 
the Road to the Derby leaderboard:

Tacitus (3-0-0 in 4 starts) – He won the Wood Memorial 
over Tax by 1¼ lengths. Jockey Jose Ortiz is 0-4 in the 
Kentucky Derby with his best finish (second) occurring 
last year riding Good Magic. Tacitus is trained by Bill 
Mott, who has an 0-8 Derby record with his best finish 
(seventh) last year with Hofburg. Tacitus likes running 
from the middle or toward the back of the pack.

Vekoma (3-0-1 in 4 starts) – This is the second Derby 
starter for trainer George Weaver, whose previous 
horse, Tencendur, finished 17th in 2015. Jockey Javier 
Castellano is 0-12 in the Derby, having his best finish 
(third) with Audible last year. Vekoma, who won the 
Grade 2 Bluegrass Stakes race by 2½ lengths, usually 
runs from the middle of the pack.

Plus Que Parfait (2-1-2 in 7 starts) – This horse, whose 
name means “more than perfect,” is the first Derby start 
for trainer Brendan P. Walsh. Jockey Ricardo Santana Jr. 
has an 0-4 Derby record with his best finish (seventh) 
coming in 2015 riding Untrapped. Plus Que Parfait, who 
likes to come on late, won his last race, the Group 2 UAE 
Derby in Dubai, by three-fourths of a length.

2019 KENTUCKY DERBY OVERVIEW

PREVIEW AND PROPS

Roadster (3-0-1 in 4 starts) –Winning the 
Grade I Santa Anita Derby in April, Roadster 
bounced back from throat surgery, which 
previously had taken him out of training for 
three months. He’ll be ridden by Florent 
Geroux, who has an 0-3 Derby record with his 
best finish (third) in 2016 atop Gun Runner. 
Roadster is trained by Bob Baffert, considered 
by most as the best Kentucky Derby trainer, 
has five wins from 29 Derby runners, 
including two Triple Crown winners -- Justify 
in 2018 and American Pharoah in 2015.

Baffert picked Geroux to ride Roadster recently when 
Hall of Fame jockey Mike Smith switched to ride Omaha 
Beach. Baffert took Smith’s defection in stride, calling 
Smith a “great guy.”

“Tacitus is trained by Bill Mott, 
who has an 0-8 Derby record 
with his best finish (seventh) 

last year with Hofburg.”

What both Bob and Mike didn’t expect was the late 
scratch of Omaha Beach. 

Now Baffert looks like a genius (again), as he has the 
THREE TOP race favorites…

Continues...
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Kentucky Derby - Winning Time  
Over/Under                  2:02.65  

Want to get a jump on Kentucky Derby betting?

BetOnline already has prop bets posted for the “most 
exciting two minutes in sports.”

From run time of the race to the name of the horse, a 
winning props pick will have you adorned with a garland 
of roses.

One bet is devoted to the how fast the race will be. Many 
handicapping factors play a role, most notably horse, 
jockey and weather/track conditions.
Last year’s race was dubbed the “rainy mudder of all 
Derbies” by the Louisville Courier Journal with Justify, 
who went on to take the Triple Crown, winning in a time 
of 2:04.20 on a sloppy track.

The fastest Derby was run in 1973 by the legendary 
Secretariat, who took advantage of a fast track and 
stopped the timer at 1:59:40. The only other horse to 
break the 2-minute mark was Monarchos in 2001, 
finishing the race in 1:59:97 on a fast track.

Ultimately, it is a combination of many factors that put a 
horse across the finish line first, but day-of weather 
conditions is one that bettors should certainly consider.

Margins of victory in horse races are usually marked by 
length, which is a unit of measure of a horse from nose 
to tail.

The largest margin of victory at any Kentucky Derby is 8 
lengths and it has happened four times in the race’s 
history. The last time was 72 years ago by Assault.

Distances smaller than a length are head, neck and nose, 
the shortest margin of victory. A Derby victory “by a 
nose” and has occurred nine times, the last being in 1996 
when Grindstone edged out Cavonnier.

Kentucky Derby - Winning horse's name will start with
letter?
A-H 
I-Z 

One of the “fun” bets on Derby Day is on the horse’s 
name, which frankly over the years have ranged from 
regal to absurd.
There are specific rules about naming race horses, and 
the list is so long it would take all the fun out of betting 
on a name that “speaks” to you.
Overall, 81 winners of the horse racing’s first leg of the 
Triple Crown have had names beginning with letters I-Z, 
with 19 starting with the letter “S.” Sixty-three horses 
have had names beginning with letters A-H.
This year, military veterans may be drawn to Omaha 
Beach, while those thinking about their bottom line 
might pick Win Win Win. When betting on names there 
are probably no bad choices -- even Regret came in first 
in 1915.

KENTUCKY DERBY PROPS ROUNDUP

Post position is amongst the most important pieces of 
handicapping information available to bettors. Whether 
a post position is good or bad really depends on the 
horse and how they break and run. But trainers and 
jockeys prefer not being in either 1st or the 20th post 
position. They don’t want to get pinned in (1st) or have to 
run that far out wide (20th). 

According to statistics compiled since Churchill Downs 
began using the starting gate in 1930, post position #5 
has produced the most Kentucky Derby winners - ten. 
The second most successful post position with nine 
winners is #10, including Triple Crown winner Secretari-
at, who still holds the track record for the 1¼-mile Derby 
in 1973 at 1 minute, 59.4 seconds, beating Sham by 2½ 
lengths.
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The 145th Kentucky Derby (Race 12)

Months of anticipation will come to an end on Saturday 
when a field of 20 three-year-old colts lines up for the 
Grade I, $3 million Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs 
(6:50 p.m. Eastern, NBC). The 1 1/4-mile classic is Race 12 
on a 14-race program.

With the scratch of heavy favorite, #12 OMAHA BEACH, 
the complexity of the race changes.

#8 TACITUS (8-1) has done little wrong in his brief career, 
winning three of his first four starts for trainer Bill Mott. 
He won the Tampa Bay Derby going away off a 
four-month layoff before holding off TAX in the Wood 
Memorial at Aqueduct in the first two efforts of his 
three-year-old season. TACITUS has room to improve as 
he makes just his fifth career start in the Kentucky 
Derby, and he’s bred to run all day being by Tapit out of 
multiple Grade I-winning mare Close Hatches. Jose Ortiz 
maintains the assignment on the deep closer who 
should get a solid pace to work with.

#5 IMPROBABLE (5-1) began his career a perfect 3-for-3, 
capped off by a facile triumph in the Los Alamitos 
Futurity, but had to settle for second in his first two 
starts of 2019. He gave up too much ground off the 
bench in the Rebel before being denied the win by an 
indefatigable OMAHA BEACH in the Arkansas Derby. 
Perhaps IMPROBABLE hasn’t developed quite like most 
thought he would at age three, but he isn’t far behind 
the best of this division in the speed figure department. 
He makes his third start off a layoff in the Derby for the 
brilliant Bob Baffert, who names Irad Ortiz Jr. to ride.

KENTUCKY DERBY RACE ANALYSIS

#6 VEKOMA (15-1) was last seen winning Keeneland’s 
Blue Grass Stakes, recovering from a disappointing third 
in the Fountain of Youth to kick off his three-year-old 
campaign. The Blue Grass competition appeared to be 
weak, but the margin of victory was an impressive 3 
1/2-lengths. VEKOMA has competitive speed figures but 
is chasing some handicappers away due to his unusual 
running style, so he could offer value. Javier Castellano 
has the call.

#2 TAX (20-1) moves up if there’s a scratch. He looks like 
he wants every bit of the 1 1/4-mile journey in the 
Kentucky Derby. TAX has put up solid speed figures in 
his last three starts, all going 1 1/8-miles in stakes 
company. Junior Alvarado will be aboard. 

The Play:
$3 exacta 5,8/2,5,6,8
$3 win 2,6 ($24)  

Written by Chris Roberts

“VEKOMA has competitive 
speed figures but is chasing 

some handicappers away due 
to his unusual running style, 

so he could offer value.”

DERBY ANALYSIS
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Welcome to Playin’ on a Budget, Kentucky Derby edition. 
We have $20 to bet on the Running of the Roses, so let's 
spend it wisely. Based on recent results and where each 
horse is trending, let's take a look at your best bets for 
Sunday. 

$2 TRIFECTA BOX - Total investment of $12
The horses I like for a trifecta box (six varied trifecta bets 
using the same three horses) are #16 GAME WINNER 
(9-2 ODDS), #7 MAXIMUM SECURITY (8-1 ODDS) and #17 
ROADSTER (5-1 ODDS).

#16 GAME WINNER was the odds-on favorite to win his 
race a month or so ago, but after two second-place 
finishes he has fallen down on some ranking boards. He 
got favorable post position, though at Post 16. Seven of 
the last 19 Derby winners came from Posts 15-20. While 
the drop off as the distance has gotten longer is 
concerning for Game Winner, he might be the swiftest 
horse in the race, so if he makes a move inside quickly 
enough, he's in for another top-three finish. 

#7 MAXIMUM SECURITY has the best value in the field at 
(8-1 ODDS) and should be included in your trifecta pick. 
He ran the fastest 1 1/8-mile race in the entire field 
(1:48.86) and is going to give the other favorites a run for 
their money. A lot of his success will depend on how he 
gets out of the gate, but it seems like he should be in for 
a big day.

#17 ROADSTER (6-1) has seemingly only gotten better as 
this racing season has worn on and if he can take the 
next step on Sunday, he should find himself close to or 
in the Winner’s Circle. 

Written by Jake Korner

$2 TO SHOW
#18 LONG RANGE TODDY is a horse to watch out for. He 
is coming off at huge 30-1 odds, already way down from 
his initial 50-1. He also got favorable post position at 18. 
A swift move inside could see him pull off the upset. 
Long Range Toddy has finished top three in every career 
race, but one, a disappointing sixth-place finish at the 
Arkansas Derby. If he's able to get back on track and at 
least finish in the top three, then you're in for a big 
payout. This is a high-risk, high-reward investment on 
race day. 

$2 to PLACE - Total investment of $4
#5 IMPROBABLE (5-1 ODDS) and #17 ROADSTER (5-1 
ODDS) are two horses we can't ignore. They're among 
the favorites and while they're the ones I like the least 
among the top five or six, they're in the conversation for 
a reason. Roadster has come on strong lately and 
Improbable has finished top two in all three races longer 
than 1 1/16-mile in which he's competed. In order to 
mitigate losses should one of these two disrupt our 
trifecta field, toss $2 on each to place (finish 1 or 2) in the 
Derby. 

$2 TO WIN
Finally, let's get a winner pick. As mentioned earlier,
#7 MAXIMUM SECURITY has the greatest value in the 
field at 8-1. We need him for our trifecta and we'll need 
him to be standing in the winner's circle to win this bet 
as well. Realistically, any of the top five horses could pull 
it off, but with such value and knowing he's run faster 
than any other horse in the field in a 1 1/8-mile race, it's 
hard to bet against. 

PLAYIN’ THE DERBY ON A BUDGET

BETTING ON A BUDGET

#16 GAME WINNER was the odds-on favorite to win his 
race a month or so ago, but after two second-place 
finishes he has fallen down on some ranking boards. He 
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Written by Chris Roberts

Female sprinters will get their chance to shine on 
Kentucky Derby day in the Grade I Humana Distaff. The 
seven-furlong affair, which carries a $500,000 purse, 
drew a compact but quality field of seven. The Humana 
Distaff goes as Race 6 of 14, with an approximate post 
time of 1:13 p.m. Eastern. NBCSN will broadcast the 
Humana Distaff as part of its undercard coverage that 
gets underway at Noon.

“It’s obvious she prefers 
sprinting (Marley’s Freedom).”

#2 SPICED PERFECTION (7-2) looked ambitiously-spotted 
by trainer Peter Miller in the Grade I La Brea three starts 
back, but she rewarded his faith with a convincing score. 
Since then she’s made two separate trips to the East 
Coast, placing in the Barbara Fritchie behind a 
determined Late Night Pow Wow at Laurel back in 
February before collaring AMY’S CHALLENGE in the lane 
to win Keeneland’s Madison Stakes last time out. That 
gave SPICED PERFECTION her second career Grade I win 
at seven furlongs. Javier Castellano will get a leg up on 
the gutsy California-bred in the Humana Distaff.

#7 MARLEY’S FREEDOM (7-5, morning-line favorite) was 
last seen running second in the Beholder Mile. Though 
she won the Grade I Go For Wand at the distance last 
December, it’s obvious that she prefers sprinting. MAR-
LEY’S FREEDOM boasts a win in the seven-furlong Santa 
Monica as well as last year’s Grade I Ballerina Stakes 
since moving to the Bob Baffert barn. Mike Smith regains 
the mount on the accomplished daughter of Blame. 

#4 TALK VEUVE TO ME (4-1) aced her comeback start, a 
six-furlong allowance at Keeneland, last month. She was 
off to a promising 2018 campaign, placing in the Acorn 
behind Monomoy Girl before winning the Indiana Oaks. 
But then Julien Leparoux was much too aggressive with 
TALK VEUVE TO ME in the Alabama at Saratoga, setting a 
fast pace before fading to fourth. Then she was simply 
flat in the Spinster at Keeneland last October before 
hitting the shelf. The four-year-old daughter of Violence 
looks to have shaken off those poor showings based on 
that allowance effort. TALK VEUVE TO ME, capable in 
both sprints and routes, appears well-spotted in the 
seven-furlong Humana Distaff. Leparoux maintains the 
assignment for trainer Rodolphe Brisset.

#5 AMY’S CHALLENGE (4-1) has developed quite nicely 
at age four, winning Oaklawn’s American Beauty and 
Spring Fever Stakes earlier in the year. She was all heart 
in her most recent outing, Keeneland’s Madison Stakes, 
but had to settle for second behind multiple graded 
stakes winner SPICED PERFECTION. If AMY’S CHALLENGE 
has one flaw in her résumé, it’s that she has yet to win 
past six furlongs. However, it would be foolish to leave 
the McLean Robertson trainee out of consideration for 
that reason alone. Alex Canchari will be in the irons. 

RACE 6 - THE HUMANA DISTAFF

DERBY DAY UNDERCARD RACES

Written by Chris Roberts

that reason alone. Alex Canchari will be in the irons. 

The Play:
$1 trifecta 2,7/2,4,5,7/2,4,5,7
$1 trifecta 2,7/2,7/4,5 ($16)

Kentucky Derby Guide - 13



The Grade I, $500,000 Churchill Downs Stakes is just one 
of several excellent races being offered on Saturday’s 
Kentucky Derby undercard. A field of 12 will line up for 
the seven furlong event, which is scheduled to go off an 
approximately 2:45 p.m. Eastern. The Churchill Downs is 
Race 8 on the program and will be shown on NBC. 

#8 MITOLE (7-2, morning-line favorite) appears to have 
boundless potential as he’s won five straight starts for 
trainer Steve Asmussen. There was a significant break 
from his Chick Lang Stakes score at Pimlico last May to 
his allowance victory at Oaklawn two-back, but he 
appears none the worse for wear. MITOLE’s convincing 
score in the Count Fleet Sprint Handicap over WHIT-
MORE last time out stamps him as a legitimate contend-
er in the Churchill Downs Stakes. Ricardo Santana Jr. 
rides.

#2 LIMOUSINE LIBERAL (5-1) owns a 9-6-1-0 record at 
Churchill Downs, so he’s an almost a must-use in the 
Churchill Downs Stakes. He placed in six of seven starts 
in 2018, with the lone exception being a fifth-place finish 
in the Breeders’ Cup Sprint. LIMOUSINE LIBERAL’s first 
start of this year was a respectable third in the Common-
wealth Stakes at Keeneland last month, also at seven 
furlongs. Jose Ortiz will be aboard this logical contender.

#12 WHITMORE (4-1) is a Grade I winner going seven 
furlongs (the 2018 Forego at Saratoga) but seems to 
prefer going six panels. WHITMORE was fourth in the 
Churchill Downs last year with a rough trip in which he 
had to alter course late. He has class to spare, hitting the 
exacta in each of his last six starts (all stakes), but the 
six-year-old son of Pleasantly Perfect was no match for 
MITOLE in the Count Fleet Sprint Handicap at Oaklawn, 
his favorite track, earlier this year. 
 

Javier Castellano will have WHITMORE rolling late but a 
small share appears to be his ceiling.

#1 DO SHARE (10-1) exits a career-best effort in Aque-
duct’s Grade III Tom Fool, his first ever graded stakes 
victory. He made it to the track just three times in 2018 
and failed to post a victory, but he was a seven-time 
winner in 2017, capping that campaign off with a strike 
in the Gravesend Stakes at Aqueduct. DO SHARE, who 
typically comes from off the pace, will be ridden by Irad 
Ortiz Jr., one of the better young jockeys in the country. 

#4 BOBBY’S WICKED ONE (10-1) has put up solid speed 
figures in his first three starts of 2019, all wins. That 
includes his gate-to-wire victory in Keeneland’s Com-
monwealth Stakes last time out. The speedy 
four-year-old son of Speightstown must be respected in 
this spot. BOBBY’S WICKED ONE will have Miguel Mena 
aboard.

RACE 8 - CHURCHILL DOWNS STAKES

aboard.

The Play:
$1 trifecta 8/1,2,12/1,2,4,12
$1 trifecta 8/1,2,4,12/1,2,4,12 ($21) 

“The Grade I, $500,000 
Churchill Downs Stakes is just 
one of several excellent races 
being offered on Saturday’s 
Kentucky Derby undercard.” 
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Written by Chris Roberts

Some of the best grass horses in the country will line up 
at Churchill Downs in the race before the Kentucky 
Derby; the Grade I, $1 million Old Forester Turf Classic. 
The 1 1/8-mile event drew a field of 13. Post time for the 
Turf Classic, Race 11 on the Derby day program, is 5:25 
p.m. Eastern. The race will be televised on NBC. 

#12 BRICKS AND MORTAR (5-2, morning-line favorite) 
has been ultra-impressive in 2019, winning the inaugural 
Pegasus World Cup Turf Invitational at Gulfstream Park 
two starts ago before taking the Muniz Memorial Handi-
cap at the Fair Grounds when last seen. The Chad Brown 
trainee now has four stakes victories under his belt in 
just nine career starts. BRICKS AND MORTAR has never 
competed at Churchill, but if he can carry the momen-
tum he has into the Old Forester Turf Classic, he should 
prove mighty tough to beat, even from this outside post. 
Irad Ortiz Jr. will be charged with negotiating a good trip 
on the son of Giant’s Causeway. 

#7 PRIME ATTRACTION (10-1) wisely gets back on the 
lawn, where he’s done some of his best work. In five 
career starts on the grass, the James Cassidy trainee is 
5-1-1-1. His most recent effort on turf came in the 2018 
Eddie Read Stakes at Del Mar, where he was a narrow-
ly-beaten third behind the classy Catapult and Sharp 
Samurai. PRIME ATTRACTION lures Tyler Baze, who 
typically excels with early speed types. Horse and rider 
should be either setting or right on a slow pace and last 
for at least a share. 

#1 QURBAAN (8-1) and #2 RAGING BULL (5-1) both pack 
late punch and should be prominent in the stretch in the 
Old Forester Turf Classic. QURBAAN has hit the board in 
all five stateside starts, including his upset score in last 
summer’s Bernard Baruch at Saratoga. He was last seen 
taking third in the Grade I Maker’s 46 Mile at Keeneland. 
Mike Smith will be aboard. RAGING BULL, fourth behind 
QURBAAN in the Maker’s 46 Mile, ran like he needed a 
race off a four-month layoff. The multiple graded-stakes 
winner and stablemate of the top choice deserves 
another shot. Joel Rosario has the call once more.

RACE 8 - CHURCHILL DOWNS STAKES

another shot. Joel Rosario has the call once more.

The Play:
$8 exacta 12/7
$4 exacta 12/1,3
$4 win 7 ($20)

Written by Chris Roberts

The Play:
The Old Forester Turf Classic is the 
third leg in a Pick Four that concludes 
with the Kentucky Derby.

Below is a suggested Pick Four ticket 
that encompasses the American Turf, 
Pat Day Mile, Turf Classic and Derby. 
The first leg is the American Turf, 
which is scheduled to go off as Race 9 
at 3:37 p.m. Eastern.

The total cost for this ticket, played at 
the 50 cent minimum, is $9.
1,8,10/10,14/12/5,8,12

Kentucky Derby Guide - 15


